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TRAFFIC GALLERY

presents
MUCHO MUCHACHOS
a solo show by
MARIA GIOVANNA ZANELLA
critic by Domenico de Chirico
| 28 May - 24 September 2022 |

Opening Time 11:00 - 13:00 @ TRAFFIC GALLERY

OPEN DAY 28 MAY 11:00 - 20:00 @ TRAFFIC GALLERY

Traffic Gallery is delighted to host in its spaces MUCHO MUCHACHOS, a solo exhibition of the young Venetian artist MARIA GIOVANNA ZANELLA (1991), who for the occasion presents a series of large-format oils on paper, a sculptural installation composed of six whistling works, and some Books painted on paper that are part of the Love Letter series.

The works, all on preview, make up the artist's first solo exhibition within a private gallery. Maria Giovanna Zanella graduated in the painting course at the Academy of Fine Arts in Venice, the city where she lives and works, and where she developed her artistic making through gestural painting of strong impact.

An anthropic nature appears in her works, where the man at the center of the representation is flesh and sex. A man whose belly understood as the visual fulcrum, suspended between the head and genitals, is figurative geometric center, carnal and spiritual, abundant and luxurious.
 This carnal aspect in the artist's pictorial works has been and is very present, although the path recently taken follows a different direction. Zanella's focus is slowly shifting from sex to touch, from the abundant body to the use of hands. 

This shift is evidenced by the sculptural installation in the exhibition, consisting of six sculptures each representing two semi-closed hands in a form that allows air to become vibration and sound. The childlike gesture of bringing the hands together, to blow into them creating a whistle, shifts our attention, from the abundant body consisting of flesh, to the pruduction of sound vibrations through the use of that same body and its breath. 

On the cards of different formats and in the books to browse through are burly, tender and hairy men, real lovers, sensitive and passionate, declaring their need to exist through the most intense and direct proximity. 

Mucho Muchachos, an intentionally incorrect neologism, tells us about Mucho and Boys. It speaks to us, albeit in sexual acts, of tenderness, of color, of intersection. Maria Giovanna Zanella's pictorial gesture communicates a kind of serene instinct, never vulgar despite the pornographic act depicted, which finds its best syntheses through the use of colors, which could perhaps represent the infinity of emotions and nuances that are hidden within each and every body.

Fischi per Fiaschi is the title instead of the six-piece sculptural installation. A title borrowed from glassblowers, who, by making flasks find themselves producing accidental flasks, that is, vessels resembling the shapes they initially imagined. In this view, the flask would constitute a resounding failure.

MARIA GIOVANNA ZANELLA Short Biography :

Maria Giovanna was born in Schio in 1991. She graduated in pictorial arts from the Venice Academy of Fine Arts. She lives and works in Venice. Since childhood she has been fighting to build a better world where you can be naked and show your belly. Her work revolves around the plasticity of love. In her paintings she aims to depict the tight warmth of yielding bodies, clinging or leaning toward each other, the pictorial material flowing along the surface like soft, throbbing skin.

2021
- Finalist for Prisma Art Price, curated by Domenico De Chirico, at Contemporary 
  Cluster (Rome)

- Nelle Selve non più Belve, with Atelier F, curated by Rave Residency and 
  Daniele Capra, Marghera (Venezia)

- Venice Time Case Veníce a Paris, Galerie des Italienne, (Paris)

- Veníce a Paris, Galerie des Italienne (Paris)

- Venice Time Case, curated by Luca Massimo Barbero, group exhibition at 
  Tommaso Calabro Gallery (Milan)
- Studio Olimpico, Open Studio at Dolomiti Contemporanee

- Final exhibition of Extra Ordinario Workshop - 2. Edizione, curated by Daniele 
  Capra, Nico Covre, and Atelier F
2020
- Live Painting during the Project IN-EDITA, DEDALO - Something Happens, 
  guest artists at work
- Renovation: group exhibition at Marina Bastianello Gallery (Mestre)

- Final exhibition of Extra Ordinario Workshop curated by Daniele Capra, Nico 
  Covre and Atelier F.
2019
- ArtVerona Fair, with Marina Bastianello Gallery
- Tutti non ci sono, group show curated by Milena Becci & Leonardo Regano

  at Traffic Gallery (Bergamo)
2018
- Opera Prima, group exhibition curated by Riccardo Caldura and Paola Bristot, 
  Dumbo Docks, Marghera (VE)

- Arteam Cup 2018: group exhibition curated by Livia Savorelli and Matteo 
  Galbiati, Winner of the Special Prize Vanilla Edizioni at the Dino Zoli Foundation 
  in Forli (FC)

- Workshop Atelier F. International Painting and Drawing, Workshop curated by 
  Carlo di Raco and Martino Scavezzon, shed n. 35, Forte Marghera (VE)
2017
- Force Construction: Performer for Stomach it artist’s menu by Taus Makacheva, 
  V-A-C Foundation, Biennale Collateral Event, at Palazzo delle Zattere (VE)
- Workshop Atelier F. International Painting and drawing workshop curated by 
  Carlo di Raco and Martino Scavezzon, Forte Magrhera (VE) 
- Art Night Conosci i tuoi Polli (photographic project) Collective Exhibition, 
  Academy of Fine Arts, Venice
- Adriatica la via dell’arte, international group exhibition curated by Francesco 
  Ruggero and Kristina Milakovich, Antichi Forni Museum, Macerata
� Taken from Milena Becci's text for the 2019 exhibition TUTTI NON CI SONO
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