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(whose title is not legible, therefore not pronounceable)
by
CHRISTIAN RAINER

featuring Fondazione Adriano Bernareggi 

for an initiative of Effetto Bibbia 2012

05 May - 23 June 2012
The artist Christian Rainer will present an unprecedented video installation created in collaboration with the Bernareggi Museum of Bergamo as part of the Project Effetto Bibbia 2012. The work is inspired by two distinct biblical passages shown below ...
Introduction

"In fact, there is nothing hidden that should not be revealed and nothing secret that should not be brought to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let him understand! [...] You have been confided the mystery of the kingdom of God; to those outside everything is exposed in parables, so that they may look, but do not see, hear, but do not understand. [...]"  (Mc, 4,21/25)

"The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness did not welcome it" (Gv, 1,5)

The work takes inspiration from two distinct biblical passages drawn from the New Testament, in particular from the Gospel of Mark (in the passage in which the disciples ask the Master why he spoke with the people in parables) and from the prologue of the Gospel of John. Both can be traced back, according to an initiatory idea of ​​real understanding of a teaching, to the idea that every mystery - for those who were able to see it - is already manifested and revealed in itself, but destined to remain hidden for those who were not able to see it. able, therefore worthy, to discover it. These Christian teachings tell us that the world itself (the Kingdom of God) addresses us as an immense and complex parable, whose key to interpretation is simplicity itself, knowing how to grasp things as they manifest themselves, thus recognizing the sense of truth, so pursued, in their very nature. Christ underlined the coexistence of an esoteric and an exoteric knowledge, relative to whom his words were addressed. The light that the darkness did not understand (or accepted) was Christ himself, or the whole world made up of heaven and earth; darkness, on the other hand, is all those who do not know how to recognize a truth or a mystery that has been revealed even when it is explained in front of them. In the same way, all nature continues to speak to men and they do not understand it, or else they distort it or still limit its meanings to a purely human perspective.
The Work
In the meantime, the proposed video (with an unreadable title, therefore not pronounceable) intends to be the application of the teaching it recites: what I tell you in the darkness, say it in the light, or - in our case - make the spectator share in what they are, in the words of Zolla, "hidden truths exposed in evidence", with particular reference to the syncretism of matter and spirit, where one is able to explain the other and vice versa. In fact, the work supports the idea that there is a direct correspondence between the spiritual and material presence and that indeed certain qualities that are typical of matter are the only way for man to understand certain metaphysical concepts that otherwise he would not be able to grasp. Numerous virtues can be attributed to the human race which, however, would remain within the strict sphere of abstraction if there was no earthly equivalent to them. Concepts such as transparency, lucidity, reflection, illumination, sublimation, exist thanks to the material that can explain them, creating an inseparable relationship between the meaning and the object that embodies it. In this sense, matter becomes a symbol of its own qualities, therefore of the human virtues that derive from them. This idea has its roots in fifteenth-century spirituality, in the illuminations of the mystic Nicola Cusano who with his Coincidentia Oppositorum supported precisely this indissoluble bond between body and spirit, where the former is nothing but the reflection of the latter, in a coexistence earthly in which all metaphysics must necessarily manifest itself in the visible, in the presence, in order to exist. Subsequently, the figure of the ouroboros, dear to alchemists, testified to the same idea: the possibility of achieving in life a personal virtuous elevation through matter.
The Music
The composition with a ritual flavor that is the background to the images is also composed by Christian Rainer. We are once again faced with a secret communicated but not immediately revealed, a Psalm to St. John the Baptist which has become the very foundation of music, giving rise to the scale still used (the musical notes are nothing but the beginning of each phrase of the Psalm). To maintain the idea of ​​transmission mediated by the parable, Rainer established a rule (drawn from the kabbalistic tradition) with which he transformed the words of the Psalm into a musical score, in which the notes and combinations are dictated a priori by the aforementioned rule , thus leaving aside the author's will and free will. The "parabolic" aspect is therefore given by the fact of communicating a meaning in a form that only some are able to decipher, while those who are not can understand it only in the explained form, therefore the most external one. We could speak of "music par excellence", a definitive composition, since it is the soundtrack of the music itself, of its root - which is the musical scale - which naturally represents the foundation of every composition.
LIMEN: sugli aspetti occulti della Natura Epifanica (2010)

Other works by the artist, part of the LIMEN project presented in Bergamo in 2010, will also be visible in the gallery. Project entirely dedicated to the theme of looking and the understanding that derives from it, of which we briefly recall some of the works:
Epifanie Liminari (drawings + photos): Using the skill of a professional rebussist (Federico Mussano of the A.R.I.), The artist created a series of photographic puzzles depicting parts of the city of Bergamo in order to obtain possible readings from given images. The drawings, on the other hand, spring from the opposite procedure: starting from the letters of the rebus we arrive at the drawing.
Nubila (photo + sculpture): Is a photographic shot that represents a human silhouette in front of a mirror inside an open field. the man who looks at himself in it instead of seeing himself reflected, sees a shapeless and dark shape, a sort of stain or black hole. This condition is significant of the impossibility or difficulty that man has in understanding his own nature, a limitation due to the lack of awareness of being himself, in the first person, the cause of his own blindness, therefore his own limit.
Interno di camera buia (photo): A bedroom appears in which a seemingly impossible paradox occurs: looking in full light at something that is dark or, better said, that is dark. The objects and furniture in the room are black while the room is illuminated. Black represents darkness and the more light there is, the more the darkness of objects, firmly bound to their surface, will be visible. By translating it, it can be concluded that the more man is enlightened, the more he will be aware of his own unconsciousness
Axis (photo): A pregnant woman is reflected on a window pane and a small fetal skull gravitates between her and her reflection, which is the true subject and interpretative key of the image. It is important to underline that it is a skull of a fetus and not of a person already born, as this figure must embody both a beginning and an end: the skull inevitably refers to the human rest after death, and vice versa the fetus is life that he is preparing to come into the world. The skull relates the two points of the life cycle, making what is vanishing coincide with what is forming.
On the occasion of the exhibition, the monographic catalog on the LIMEN project published by Lubrina Edizioni with critical texts by Mauro Zanchi, Claudia Attimonelli, Helena Rusikova, Federico Mussano will be available.
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