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TRAFFIC GALLERY

presents

Scratches

the new solo show by

MATTIA ZOPPELLARO

[image: ]Depeche Mode by Mattia Zoppellaro per Rolling Stone, London 2009

post scriptum by
Claudia Attimonelli

| 10 Marzo - 07 Maggio 2016 |
Opening Giovedì 10 Marzo 2016 - orario 18:00-20:30

Traffic Gallery is happy to host in its spaces Scratches, personal exhibition of the photographer Mattia Zoppellaro. On show are portraits of Depeche Mode, Amy Winehouse, Vasco Rossi, Emis Killa, Martina Topley, Babyshambles, Patti Smith, Paul Weller, Lou Reed, Iggy Pop, Damon Albarn.



The coveted face of a music icon like Dave Gahan shines with a powerful photographic aura that leaves the star’s traits covered by his own hand undetected. A dark and striking ring is the punctum, as Roland Barthes would say, the place from which the image makes sense and radiates the rest of the details: the fingers, a bracelet, the frowny forehead, the head slightly bent down and Andy Fletcher and Martin Gore face open to the sides. Black and white. Here we are in front of a perfect portrait of Depeche Mode by Mattia Zoppellaro. The icons take place with the photographic medium and this language decrees its power: the portrait of the characters of the musical galaxy, in fact, has the ability to immediately establish a regime of universal visibility to which everyone can access, automatically supporting the transition from person to idol, from singer to star.

Sometimes it is a pose during the performance, the curve of the back of the guitarist, the fold of the lips in the singer, other times we are faced with representations of three-quarters, as classic paintings, whose power is due to the photography that ignites the desire of the public to possess, with an image, erotically their idol, who enjoys being possessed. The subject so looked at by our admired eyes becomes an object to look at.

(We look at ourselves in Vasco’s iris). In the act of reification, when the image becomes a fetish, we look at it in the hope of grasping for a moment the closeness and establishing a degree of familiarity. And just as the myth of Narcissus accompanies the cult of the image, while we seem to eternalize ourselves in the eyes of the other portrait, at the same time we get lost in the faces of the great ones who are no longer there, made eternal by a photographic shot: the glare of glossy black glare of Lou Reed, Amy Winehouse’s neck forever poured... The effigies of Zoppellaro celebrate the beauty, the art and the music, and in doing so, we are passionate about the peaks and the fall, the consumption that invests the flesh and the vibrating body of rock and roll.  
                
Claudia Attimonelli






MATTIA ZOPPELLARO – Biography

Mattia Zoppellaro was born in 1977 in Rovigo, Italy. He studied photography at the IED in Milan. After working for two years at Fabrica - the Benetton Group Communications Research Center - he moved to London where he began working in the music world. He currently collaborates with the most important music and contemporary culture magazines such as Mojo, Les Inrockuptibles, Rolling Stone, Sunday Times Magazine, Sportweek, La Repubblica (Velvet, XL, D), Urban, El Pais Semanal, Financial Times Weekend, Vanity Fair, GQ, L'Espresso and many more. In September 2010 he signed the cover of Rolling Stone dedicated to Patti Smith. He has also made several social reports (Gypsies Irish, Homeless Hackney, Maximum Security Prisons of the North-East), custom (Religious Ceremonies in the South, Sex Fair) and youth movements (European Rave Parties, Mexican Punk, Dakar Hip Hop Scene), just to name a few. He recently exhibited his 4-year reportage on Irish Travellers with a personal exhibition at the Spazio Forma Meravigli in Milan. The exhibition is accompanied by the prestigious publication for Contrastobooks entitled "Appleby", an editorial project presented in various venues, including the most important one at the Grand Palais in Paris in Paris Photo 2017. Mattia is one of the most exciting and fascinating talents in his field. His photographs have been exhibited in various private and public spaces including : 

· Presentation of book “Appleby” di Mattia Zoppellaro at Paris Photo 2017, ContrastoBooks, Parigi 2017
· Presentation of book “Appleby” di Mattia Zoppellaro at Fondazione Forma, ContrastoBooks, Milano 2017
· Altre Storie, altre Voci, Double Show at Fondazione Forma, Milano, 2017
· Cortona on the Move, Festival Internazionale di Fotografia, Cortona 2016
· Scratches, Solo Show at Traffic Gallery, Bergamo 2016
· HEROES, Solo Show for Italianism - Outdoor Festival, Roma, 2015
· Now You've Seen Me, Double Show curated by Rossella Moratto at Traffic Gallery, Bergamo 2010
· Unscheduled # 1, Group Show curated by Rossella Moratto at Traffic Gallery, Bergamo 2009
· CSOA COX18, Milan (featuring Traffic Gallery), 2009
· Guest Projects, London, 2009
· Shonibares' Space, London, 2009
· Number 22, London, 2008
· Fabrica Features “XS”, Bologna, 2003
· Fondazione Querini Stampalia, Incontro su “Arte e Design”, Venezia, 2002.

Special events, covers and publications:
· Cover & Portrait of Roberta Vinci for D Repubblica, October 2015 
· Cover & Portrait of U2 for Mojo, January 2015 
· Federica Pellegrini for L’Equipe Magazine, August 2014 
· James Franco for Vanity Fair, September 2014  
· Damon Albarn for Rolling Stone, April 2014
· Wes Anderson for IL, March 2014  
· Usain Bolt for Vanity Fair, June 2013 
· Paul Smith for Rolling Stone, March 2013
· Giorgio Armani for Vanity Fair, June 2012
· Lou Reed for Rolling Stone, March 2012
· Noel Gallagher for Rolling Stone, November 2011
· Cover & Portrait of Patti Smith for Rolling Stone, September 2010
· Portraits of N.Vascellari of the show of N.Vascellari at MUSEION, Italy 2010
· Cover & Portrait of Depeche Mode for Rolling Stone, June 2009
· Foto per “I miei rave erano suoni e sogni” su L'Espresso, pp 74-76, 31 August 2009
· Portrait of Subsonica for Velvet di Repubblica, March 2008
· Portrait of Amy Winehouse for Mojo p.51, January 2008
· Portrait of Amy Winehouse for Velvet di Repubblica, July 2008
· Portrait of Dario Argento for Velvet di Repubblica p.246, October 2008
· Portrait of Francesco Cossiga for Rolling Stone p.110, March 2008
· Portrait of Giulio Andreotti for Rolling Stone, May 2008
· Cover & Portrait of Paul Weller for Mojo, June 2008
· Portrait of Elio Germano for Rolling Stone p.56, September 2007
· Portrait of Pete Doherty for Mojo p.48, January 2006
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Amy Winehouse by Mattia Zoppellaro per Mojo, Birmingham 2007
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